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                           FERNDALE HIGH SCHOOL 

                  NEWS  

                                  From the Principal’s Desk 

28 March 2018 

There is not a greater truth than: “time and tide wait for no man”.  

We have come to the end of March and now both the teacher and learner can reflect on a term gone by and 

rate it as successful or ... 

 

SGB 

On behalf of Management and staff I would like to thank each of you for availing yourself to serve on the 

School Governing Body. I am confident that we will be great as a team and move Ferndale High School to 

greater heights. 

 

Congratulations and Welcome 

Mrs Eachells is another daughter richer. We wish her and her baby girl everything of the best. 

 

We welcome Ms C Brooks who is the substitute teacher in Mrs Eachells’ place and we welcome  

Mrs A Mcengwa who is the new Consumer Studies teacher. 

 

Thank you 

I would like to thank you as parents for your support in the following areas: 

for ensuring that your child is on time every day 

for writing a note when your child is absent 

for ensuring that your child adheres to the school dress code  

for having attended the parents’ evenings that were held 

for the support you render at our fundraising functions 

and for helping the staff maintain discipline and order at school by talking to your child on a regular basis 

for the polite way you always seek to resolve any areas of concern regarding your child. 

 

Concerns 

Although every effort is made to keep your child safe and safe from exposure to “bad things” on the school 

premises, the same can not be said when they leave school every day. Children who wait for parents in front 

of the school for hours every day are targets. With this in mind, a homework programme is available from 

Mondays to Thursdays until 16:30.  

 

SBA 

School Based Assessment is a medium to assist your child in attaining good marks in the examinations as well 

as passing well at the end of the year. If a learner does not do these compulsory assessments he/she may not 
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progress to the next grade. If  a grade 12 learner fails to do any of the assessments/tasks he/she will not be 

resulted and will receive an “Incomplete” description on the certificate. 

 Please ensure that you follow up if and when you receive communication regarding any SBA issue. 

A tangible way to assist your child is to continually refer to the assessment program handed out to every child 

at the beginning of the year. 

 

Uniform 

Every learner helps to build the image of the school. It is compulsory for every learner to wear the full school 

uniform. If learners are not dressed appropriately they will be dealt with in accordance with the merit and 

demerit system in place. This might be perceived by the learners as them being “picked on” by the teachers. 

This is most certainly not the case as ample time was given for the phasing in of the new uniform. Parents 

please help us help your child develop a sense of pride and belonging as these are principles that will serve 

them well for the rest of their lives. 

Please refer to the dress code at the back of the academic report which you received today. All learners 

must please adhere fully from the first day of term 2. 

 

Sport/Culture 

Every effort is made to help your child grow holistically therefore your child is encouraged to participate in the 

sport and cultural activities offered at school. 

Parents will be notified when learners play away matches. Indemnity forms are sent home before away 

matches which must be filled in and signed by a parent/guardian. 

 

Athletics – The school participated at Ruimsig stadium at cluster and then progressed to district level. Thabang 

Sebopa finished in 1st  place in the 1500m and 5000m u/19 long distance event. Akin Lubilangi finished in 2nd 

place in long jump and 3rd place in high jump. Flora Mbulayi achieved 3rd place in the 200m event. Akin and 

Thabang participated in the provincial competition at Pilditch Stadium in Pretoria on 9 and 10 March. Ms 

Mboweni would like more learners to join the athletics team.  

 

Swimming – Mrs Eachells was unable to coach during term 1. We have had a few interviews for a swimming 

coach but could not find a suitable person. If any parent can put us in contact with a credible swimming 

instructor it will be appreciated. 

 

Chess – We won our first match which was against St Barnabas. All children should be encouraged to play 

chess. Many skills e.g. critical and analytical skills are developed or sharpened when playing chess either for 

fun or at competitive level. Learners have met with the new coach last week and we hope to grow from 

strength to strength. Practise days are Tuesdays and Fridays from 14h45 to 15h30. 

 

Cricket – Our cricket team started off the season with a visit to The Wanderers. They have done very well thus 

far. Please encourage your child to join. The team has trumped most of their opponents thus far and look 

forward to continuing in the same vein.  Practise days are Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Contact Mr Manci or 

Coach Dali for more information. 
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Rugby – The U14 and open rugby boys won their first matches (against Northriding). Well done! Practise is on 

Tuesdays. Further exciting news is that we are well on the way of developing a girl’s team! 

 

Soccer – Soccer practise has started in preparation for the league matches and tournaments.  

   Practise takes place on Tuesdays and Wednesdays immediately after school till 16:00.  

  

Netball – Netball practise will commence on the first Thursday when school re-opens until 15h45 and then 

every following Tuesday and Thursday from 14h45 to 15h45. We will participate in the SA School Netball 

League. 

 

Culture 

 

 Choir – The Ferndale school choir is now in full swing and continues to produce melodious harmony. The choir 

practise on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays until 15h30. We are grateful for Tshepo Pelembe, a 

community member who volunteers his time to assist the choir. This year the choir will participate in the ABC 

Motsepe Chorale Eisteddfod and the Segarona Cultural Eisteddfod. 

 

Drama – All the vibrant, extroverted drama queens and kings of Ferndale High who are ready to hit the stage 

are invited to showcase their talents. Practise takes place on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays until 16:00 

 

Debating Team – A workshop is scheduled for Saturday 14 April at Wits University. Information will be 

available after this workshop. The school will be participating in the Gauteng Debating League 

 

Dance – The Ferndale Dance Crew is continuing to blaze a trail under the hand of Ms Coetzee. They are 

gearing up for their first competition of 2018 which takes place in May. Ms Coetzee strongly encourages more 

learners to participate as new dance forms are to be added towards the latter part of the year. Practise days 

are Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

 

 Quiz team – Our first competition was held on 26 March. The teams battled to show academic prowess with 

house teams going the extra mile to try and outwit the school’s reigning champions: “The Witty Banters”. Even 

though the quiz champs emerged victorious, they were given a run for their money.  This competition was 

broadcasted live from our school. For more information visit https://sandton24.com/ferndale-high-school-

inspired-by-the-nsqc-experience/ 

Registration for joining the Quiz club is still open and practise will take place every Thursday afternoon from 

14h30 to 15h30 

 

Robotics -  Tremendous learner interest has seen numbers soar in this activity. There participants are 60 

strong at present. This allows for inter-house competitions which will sharpen our learners when the 

interschool and eventually, national engagements begin.  

 

https://sandton24.com/ferndale-high-school-inspired-by-the-nsqc-experience/
https://sandton24.com/ferndale-high-school-inspired-by-the-nsqc-experience/
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Mr and Ms Ferndale Beauty Pageant 

 

15 girls and 14 boys were on the stage last night competing for the crown. It was an elegant affair allowing the 

sophistication of our children to shine through.  

2nd princess -  Palesa Makaoto grade 9           2nd prince -  Karabo Moatshe grade 12 

1st princess – Chandra Hahn grade 11           1st prince -  John Kabamba 

Ms Ferndale High 2018 – Samantha Makondo grade 11         Mr Ferndale High 2018 – James Amala-Brooks 

 

 

Parents’ Evenings 

 

Please refer to the report comment for dates of your child’s academic discussion. 

 

Please contact the school timeously if you have any queries or would like to assist in any way. 

 

Yours in education 

Mrs BC Manuel 

Principal 


